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THE CITY GATES OF DEMETRIAS 



The city of Demetrias, founded by Demetrius Poliorcetes 
about 290 B.C., and afterward a royal residence, an important 
commercial port, and the chief military and naval station of the 
region, lies about half an hour's walk to the southeast of Volo, 
the chief city of modern Thessaly. H. F. Tozer 1 thus describes 
the site : 

" The hill of Goritza is a conspicuous mass of rocky ground, 
which projects into the sea between two small plains — that of 
Volo on one side, and that of Lekhonia on the other — and bars 
the communication between them. No site could be more ap- 
propriate for a large city, which should command the approach 
to Thessaly in this direction; and consequently Demetrias . . . 
was spoken of as one of the three 'fetters of Greece,' Chalcis 
and Corinth being the other two. It occupied a level on the 
sea-face of the hill formed by the spreading of the foot, that 
here runs off from Pelion, beyond which the rocks descend three 
or four hundred feet in a broad mass to the water's edge. 
Formerly it was surrounded by walls, but its northern side is 
additionally strengthened by the formation of the ground ; for 
in that direction it is crowned by a steep ridge some five hun- 
dred yards in length, extending from west-southwest to east- 
northeast with an outer slope, steep and rapid, to the plain of 
Volo. This ridge is the most interesting part of the site, being 
generally a mere narrow arSte of rock with a wall all along it ; 
but at the northeast end it widens slightly, so as to admit of 
buildings. There does not seem to have been any enclosed 

1 Researches in the Highlands of Turkey, vol. II, pp. 129-130. 
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acropolis, but only forts ; one at the southwest end, and two at 
a certain interval from one another at the northeast. In one 
part of the arSte there are two openings or breaks close to one 
another, and possibly there may at one time have been a small 
gate of entrance in this part, as the rocks have been cut away. 
At the northeastern end of the ridge is an ancient enclosure of 




Figure 1. — Plan of Demetrias. 

I. Thessalian gate. 



AA. Arete. 

BB. Shore line. K. 

CC. Anaurus. L. 

DD. Highway. M. 

EE. Cart track into city. MO. 

FF. Plateau occupied by city. 

G. Church of miracle. P, P. 

H. Shoulder of hill. 



Magnesian gate. 

Hill crossed by wall. 

Outlying hill. 

Saddle connecting Demetrias with 

Pelion. 
Forts mentioned by Tozer. 



blocks even with the ground, containing a small roofless chapel, 
on the north side of which is seen the mouth of a cistern, while 
to the east an irregular hollow has been excavated in the rock, 
twenty-two feet square and twelve feet deep, in which there is 
a descent to the mouth of a well. This enclosure is the scene 
of an annual miracle on Easter Sunday, when the well-mouth, 
from being dry, becomes full of water, and continues so during 
the day — no doubt in consequence of some subterraneous com- 
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munication with the cistern. From this place there is an ascent 
of one hundred and sixty yards to the highest point of the ridge, 
where the arete commences. A great part of the circuit of the 
ancient walls below may be traced, the conspicuous tower which 
rises above the sea at the southern extremity of the town being 
the only modern addition. The walls in the neighborhood of 
this tower are formed of large blocks laid in regular courses, 
but generally the masonry is composed of small blocks roughly 
put together. On the level there are traces of an underground 
aqueduct, and of lines of streets measuring fifteen feet across." 
(Cf. Fig. 1.) 

Leake gives a similar account in his Travels in Northern Greece, 
vol. IV, pp. 375 ff. 

The church at which the " miracle " takes place lies close to 
the city wall, and from it the wall descends in an almost pre- 
cipitous slope to the southeast. Those who have heretofore de- 
scribed the city appear not to have followed the walls around 
from this point to their easternmost angle. The writer, when 
visiting the place on November 4, 1901, descended the slope, and 
reaching the bottom found the remains of an ancient gateway 
forming an outlet toward Pherae and central Thessaly (Fig. 2). 

The walls and the towers on 
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each side of the gate still sub- 
sist in their lower courses, 
and inside the entrance a 
patch of paving is visible. 
The road ascended the gully 
which leads from the level 
ground around the brook 
Anaurus, between the ele- 
vation to the right, upon 
which lies the church, and 
a smaller elevation to the left, which composes part of the 
saddles that connect the hill Goritza with the main mass of 
Pelion, into the small plateau occupied by the city. 

From the gate the city wall runs to the southeast over the 



Figure 2. 
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— Thessalian Gate of 

Deme TRIAS. 

Towers. 
Diverging wall. 
Paving inside of gate. 
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3. — Magnbsian 
Demetrias. 



Gate of 



above-mentioned hill. Slight indications of a wall diverging 
to the east close by the gate suggest that the small hill in that 
direction was occupied by a fort, which would have commanded 
the entrance to the city ; but no traces of such a fort are left. 

The city wall, having passed over the hill, descends rapidly to 
the easternmost corner of the city, where there was a gate open- 
ing toward the Magnesian 
peninsula (Fig. 3). Like 
the first gate, it is contem- 
poraneous with the walls of 
the city, dating thus from 
about 290 B.C. The towers 
for its defence have disap- 
peared, but the construction 
of the walls indicates clearly 
its position ; and outside two 
paved stretches of zigzag 
road are to be seen. A few 
metres farther southeast, the wall reaches a huge projecting rock 
and turns a right angle to the southwest. On this rock are cut- 
tings for the placing of blocks forming the walls of a tower. 

At two places in the wall that faces the Pagasitic gulf are 
what may be, though they are probably not, narrow entrances 
for persons ; but the ascent to the city is in most places so diffi- 
cult that besides the two gates just described there can have 
been but one other passable for animals and wagons. This is 
reached by the cart track which turns from the sea between the 
Anaurus and the hill, then ascends to the right at an easy grade 
over the shoulder of the hill and then below the southwest end 
of the steep ridge mentioned by Tozer into the plateau of the 
city. Here, and only here, the city walls have entirely disap- 
peared ; yet as this way is by far the easiest ascent, it is safe to 
conclude that the main gate of Demetrias stood at this point. 



a, a. Paving outside of gate. 
&. Position of tower. 
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